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" This series of articles s extracted from -
a political biography of Gamal Abdel’
"Nasser by Mohamnied Heikal, to be
published in book form next year by .
Doubleday, ‘New York, and other pubs
 lishing  houscs  througheut the . world,

THE remarkable Amcrican warning to Nasscr ihat General ROITHUCY ITad
" heen chosen to command an invasion )

training his men was onc of a number he receive
I'rance’s determination on military' intervention.

of Egypt and was alread
about Britain’s an

. Ygypts friends inside the Baghdad Pact rcpox‘iéd til}xf_ Nuri Said was

convinced there was going to be an invasion.
1 ! .’ " . ” 2]
The Ioka movement in Cyprus and Egypt's

supporters in the Maltese

‘Laboiir movement both sent news of large troop, air and ﬂshi;ﬂnping move-
rments based on the two islands. Toka sent photographs qf the l«_rench_N‘Ql“cll

Atlas transports arriving at RAJ.

- bases on Cyprus. Merchant ship cap-

tains passing through the Suez Canal
also told of large concentrations of
wiarships and landing craft. ‘

~In order to mect these threats and
bucause he still thought Anglo-French
collusion with the Israclis was the taboo
Jfame, President Nasser had withdrawn
;most of the Army from the Sinai leaving
‘only two Dbattalions at Y1 Arish, two at
JRafah and two at' Abu Agheila.

When the Six Principles were accep-
ted at the United Nations on QOctober
13, -1956, D'resident Nasser cstimated
lthat the danger of invasion had dx'opplc‘.c(l1
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Pritain, Trance and Xgypt at Geneva
‘on October 29 had becn put off, but
this poslponcment was regarded as part
of the diplomatic game. On that day,
President Nasser went to a birthday
party for onc of his sons. There were
children and cakes, games and movies.
The President was enjoying himself
when a messenger arrived with a. slip
of papcer. ‘ . - )

It carried the ncws of the Tsraeli
amouncement that they had scent an
ariourcd coturmn into the Sinai. So far
thare had been no reports from the
Frgptian Avmy because the bullk of that
Ay had been withdrawn to protect the

‘with the nationalisation of Suea.

to Walch The emply spaces of the desert:

anl so the first news the President had
cane from the monitoring service which
ihs:cncd-;n ‘1‘Q‘st'a¢1i radio trafiic. .

The President left the birthday party,

- called his collcagues to a meeling, an
asted for'an assessment of the situation, -

The first conclusion, given tu the Presi-
dert'_at seveir-o'clock that evening, was
thar it was a limited operation. , -
But, at" 10 o'clock, the Israclig
aurompeed: that their forees - were
already close to the Sucz Canal. They
‘were referring to the battalion of para-
troops .they had dropped just short of

the Mitla Pass.’And that gave the whole

operation a new dimension.

When the news was passed to the
special © assessment.  conumittes it
revised its thinking and decided that

the Israclis had mounted a big opera--

tion because Egypt had been successful
) T'his
was  their - reveuge for
Nations’ vote on the Six Principles.
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